
Best Time to Travel to Vietnam
Vietnam’s weather is dictated by two monsoons. The winter monsoon 
comes from the northeast between October and March, bringing damp 
and chilly winters to all areas north of Nha Trang, and dry and warm 
temperatures to the south. From April or May to October, the summer 
monsoon brings hot, humid weather to the whole country except for 
those areas sheltered by mountains. For the best balance, travel in 
April, May or October. For those sticking to the south, November to 
February is dry and a touch cooler. From July to November, violent and 
unpredictable typhoons hit central and northern Vietnam.

Best Time to Travel to Cambodia
The best months to travel in Cambodia are November through April, 
when it is dry.  Outside of these months, humidity increases and the rains 
come, but there are benefits to traveling at this time - the countryside 
is verdant, rivers are high, and the temples are less crowded. Toward 
September,  the water level of Tonle Sap, the largest freshwater lake in 
SE Asia and home to Cambodia’s floating villages, rises and the lake 
comes to life.

Vietnam
Touristically, Vietnam delivers. Cruise an azure ocean decorated by surreal-looking 
limestone islands in Halong Bay, and wind through the majestic inland karst mountains 
of Cao Bang. Hike mountain tracks and explore tribal villages near Sapa. Explore the 
bewitching backwaters of the Mekong Delta. Finally, no visit would be complete without 
experiencing the energy of big-city life in Vietnam’s capital Hanoi, the grand old lady 
of the Orient, and Ho Chi Minh City, the engine room of the economy and the nation.

Cambodia
Cambodia had its hey day during the Angkorian period when the Khmers ruled much 
of what we now know as Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. Evidence of this is seen in the 
sublime Angkor Wat, which is easily on a par with Machu Picchu or Petra.  Turbulence 
and instability have whittled away at the might of the former empire, but what hasn’t 
been diminished is the radiance of the Cambodian people. Their smiles light up the room 
and their unbreakable spirits and unshakable optimism impact everyone they encounter.
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Mekong River Cruise - Saigon to Siem Reap
7 nights / 8 days

Saigon • My Tho • Cai Be • Sa Dec • Chau Doc • Phnom Penh • Kampong Cham 
• Mekong • Tonle • Kampong Chhnang • Tonle Lake • Siem Reap

from $2,090*pp based on double occupancy

The Mekong River, a historic and mysterious body of water which flows through six Asian countries, giving life to millions. This classic Mekong River cruise, from Saigon to Siem Reap, 
combines places rarely visited with world heritage site Angkor Wat.

Itinerary:
Day 1: Saigon - My Tho - Cai Be
Bid farewell to Saigon and travel southwards by land to My Tho where you will embark. 
Drop anchor at Cai Be, famous for its French Catholic church, crafts and floating market. 

Day 2: Cai Be - Sa Dec – Chau Doc
Start your day with a Tai Chi class. Onshore, visit a workshop to learn about rice 
products. Later, visit Sa Dec by sampan and tour Binh Thanh Island. 

Day 3: Chau Doc – Phnom Penh
Visit Chau Doc, a Chinese, Kinh and Khmer community. Stop at the colorful local market 
near one of the town’s temples. Board a local boat and cruise past floating houses, 
finally reaching a floating fish farm. Cruise on to Phnom Penh. 

Day 4: Phnom Penh
Phnom Penh was once called the Paris of the East, before history cast a dark shadow. 
Visit the Killing Fields and prison “S21” reminders of the sad and cruel chapter when 
the Khmer Rouge ruled the country with terror and suppression. The golden edifice of 
the Royal Palace with its Silver Pagoda and the exceptional Khmer crafts at the National 
Museum are the afternoon highlights. The day trip ends with a cycle ride back to the 
ship. This evening join a lecture about modern Cambodian history. Tonight’s dinner is 
accompanied by an Apsara dance performance and traditional music. 

Day 5: Phnom Penh – Kampong Cham
Visit Angkor Ban village, famous for it´s unspoiled community and beautiful, traditional 
houses. Cruise on and visit a local school and continue by road to the enchanting pre-
Angkorian temple of Wat Hanchey and the tiny, colorful monastery of Wat Nokor. 

Day 6: Mekong - Tonle
Sail to the Island of Koh Oknha Tey, famous for its high class silk products. By tuk tuk, 
explore the island’s workshops and learn how silk is processed. After lunch, an on board 
Monks’ blessing ceremony will deliver wishes for health and prosperity to all. The boat 
find its anchor spot in the Tonle River near Kampong Chhnang. 

Day 7: Kampong Chhnang – Tonle Lake
Kampong Chhnang is Cambodia’s “water world”, where everything is built on sticks. 
Head to a rural village nearby for a walking tour. Back on board, cruises along the 
narrow and meandering Tonle River, towards the Great Tonle Lake, the biggest fresh 
water lake in Asia. This lake can only be crossed during high water season (approx. from 
end-July to mid-November). A farewell event is held at sunset. 

Day 8: Siem Reap
Around 9 o’clock, arrive at the Siem Reap pier and transfer to the drop-off point in the 
city center. (During low water months, you will travel to Siem Reap by bus).

Inclusions:
• Seven nights accommodation onboard The Jayavarman
• Shore excursions and entrance fees with English speaking tour guides
• Transfers in Saigon and Siem Reap between meeting point and ship
• All meals including drinking water, coffee and tea
• Tai Chi and Cooking classes

2020 Departures:
Saigon to Siem Reap: Sep 7, 21; Oct 5, 19; Nov 2, 16, 30; Dec 14, 28 
Siem Reap to Saigon: Sep 14, 28; Oct 12, 26; Nov 9, 23; Dec 7, 21
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